LEGISLATING SALES OF LOCALLY GROWN PRODUCT TO STATE INSTITUTIONS  

As farm to institution programs gain in popularity, many state legislatures are taking action to assist in their development.  Listed below are the types of state legislation that have been passed to encourage the consumption of locally grown products through state institutions.  State legislators are realizing that local consumption benefits farmers, consumers, the environment, and provides economic development through local expenditures on agriculture. 

Types of Legislation

(  A resolution or memorial that requires specific state departments – such as  

     Agriculture and Education - to work together to implement farm to school programs.   

     Legislation requiring this collaboration was passed by NY, CT, NM and OK.

(  A mini-grant program for farmers and schools to develop farm to school  

     programs.  In Vermont, these grants can by used for education, processing euipment, 

     product costs and other farm to school related purposes.  The maximum amount for 

     each grant is $15,000. 

(  A higher price is allowed for local products. During the bid process, instead of taking   

     the lowest bid, an exception is made for local products, allowing a higher price for 

     those products.

( A price preference is allowed for local products.  In Maryland,

     a 5% price preference above the lowest bid is allowed for MD grown  

     products. Massachusetts allows a 10% price preference for state institutions. For both  

     states, this applies to all state agencies except k-12 schools, and in MA, state colleges.

( State resolution addressed to Congress  In both Delaware and Pennsylvania the states 

    have passed  resolutions urging Congress to pass farm to school related legislation.

 ( A state-wide Farm to School Program is established within a state department.   

    Connecticut and Oklahoma have established full-time farm to school positions

    within the state departments of agriculture.

 ( Farm to school promotional and educational events are established. For 

    example, a New York Harvest for New York Kids week has been 

    designated through statute for a week in October.  New Jersey and 

    Connecticut have established similar programs.

 ( State develops a fresh fruit and vegetable pilot program, requiring fresh 

     product when possible.  Colorado has modeled this program after the 

    federal program.  

 ( When price and quality are equal, local product shall be purchased.  This applies to all 

     state institutions, including schools, in Colorado and Kentucky.

 ( State labeling program. In Kentucky, farmers must participate in the KY Grown 

     labeling program in order to sell to a state agency with a competitive advantage.  

    Kentucky also requires agricultural products that are not grown in the US 

    to have a country of origin label.

 ( Provide a state reimbursement for meals that are reimbursed on a federal  

     level.  For example, in California, legislation was passed allocating an 

     additional 10 cents reimbursement for fruits and vegetables for each 

     school lunch purchased through the National School Lunch Program.  

     When available, local product should be used.  New York allocates an 

     additional 20 cents per student for direct purchased NY agricultural 

     products.  NM has also provided additional funds for the purchase of fruits and 

     vegetables.

 (  Bid minimums are increased for local purchasing. State procurement officers may 

     award contracts up to a specified amount without seeking other bids, as required by 

     standard procurement procedures.  Massachusetts set this number at $25,000 for state  

     institution purchases, with the exception of K-12 schools and state colleges.
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