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THE NATIONAL FARM TO SCHOOL PROGRAM

What is Farm to School?
Farm to school programs are popping up all over the U.S.  These programs connect schools with local farms with the objectives of serving healthy meals in school cafeterias, improving student nutrition, providing health and nutrition education opportunities, and supporting local small farmers.

Through the farm to school program, schools buy and feature farm fresh foods such as fruits, vegetables, eggs, honey, meat and beans; incorporate nutrition and agriculture-based curricula; and provide students experiential learning opportunities through farm visits, gardening and recycling programs.  Farmers have access to new markets through schools and connect to their community through local procurement opportunities and student educational programs.

The National Farm to School Program
The National Farm to School Program is a collaborative program of the Center for Food & Justice, Occidental College and the Community Food Security Coalition (CFSC).  Initiated in 2000, the National Program has spearheaded the development of the farm to school movement across the country, successfully assisting organizations in starting up and sustaining farm to school efforts, fundraising, providing informational resources, and training for farm to school stakeholders.

What Assistance does the National Farm to School Program Offer?
Workshops and Presentations
The Program is organizing workshops and presentations across the United States to: inform folks about farm to school projects and the benefits they offer; and bring together farmers, school food service directors, parents and community organizers to address the barriers and opportunities involved in creating a farm to school project.

Technical Assistance

Contact Marion Kalb, CFSC’s Farm to School Program Director at 505-982-3646 or marion@foodsecurity.org with your questions about starting a farm to school program.  Assistance will be provided on a variety of topics, including how to find farmers, crops and seasonality, transportation/distribution issues, and forming a farm to school advisory committee. 

For state by state information on farm to school projects, check out www.farmtoschool.org, which also contains case studies, sample surveys, toolkits, and funding information.  A resource packet is also available through this website.

Publications 

Linking Farms with Schools: A Guide to Understanding Farm to School Programs for Schools, Farmers and Organizers; Feeding Young Minds:  Hands-on Farm to School Education; and Healthy Farms, Healthy Kids, are all available through www.foodsecurity.org.  Sample farm to school wellness policies are also found at this site.  

Community Food Security Coalition worked with USDA Food & Nutrition Service to produce a booklet specifically for food service staff on how to develop a farm to school program.  This publication can be downloaded from: http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/Guidance/default.htm.  
National Conferences

The Community Food Security Coalition’s 2006 national conference will take place in Vancouver, Canada, October 7th – 11th.  An all day short course will take place on Sunday, October 8th, “The Life Cycle of a Farm to School Program”.  For more information, see www.bridgingbordersconference.org. 

The CFSC’s 2007 national conference will take place in May in Washington, D.C.  It will be preceded by a day-long Farm to Cafeteria conference.  Check out www.foodsecurity.org for timely conference information.

Help us Build a Network

In order to sustain and build on the momentum created through the National Farm to School Program, over 30 organizations across the nation have been collaborating to explore the opportunities for a collaborative national farm to school structure that strengthens and expands activities in states with existing programs and assist others that do not yet have programs.  The National Farm to School Network planning process is supported by the W.K. Kellogg Foundation.  For more information, see www.farmtoschool.org or contact:
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