California Food & Justice Coalition

:: ACTION ALERT: Help Stop a Take Over of the Heart of the City Farmers Market ::

Dear Friends,

The San Francisco Real Estate Department is threatening to takeover the
Heart of the City Farmers Market at UN Plaza this coming Thursday, June
19th.

Please contact San FranciscoOs Mayor and Supervisors and tell them
now to let the Heart of the City Farm ers Market continue to operate
as is.
Please stop the San Francisco Real Estate Department from revoking
the Heart of the City Farmers MarketOs license.
For SF Supervisor contacts scroll to the bottom of this email

The Heart of the City Farmers Market has made sure healthy fresh produce
is available in the low-income neighborhood of the Tenderloin twice a week
since the program began 27 years ago. Fees for farmers are kept
deliberately low so food prices remain affordable for all; people can use their
food stamp benefits at the market; and farmers help shape the farmers
market because they have the opportunity to sit on Heart of the City’s
board. The market was the host of a Farm Bill Speak organized by CFIC in
February where community residents and advocates gathered to call for a
Fair and Just Farm Bill (view photo’s:
http://www.flickr.com/photos/24469633@N06/sets/72157604059028916/).
It's a living example of what food justice looks like in one of our country’s
most expensive cities.

In March, San Francisco’s Real Estate Department made known their
intention to take over running of the city’s oldest farmers markets from the
non-profit that has been responsible for it since 1981. The department has
argued that they would run the farmers market in order to generate more
revenue for their department. The department did not consult with Heart of
the City, its farmers or customers before announcing their plans. Nor has the
Real Estate Department made any legally binding commitments to uphold
the justice components of the farmers market. Is this the latest effort to
gentrify the tenderloin and push out the long time residents of the
community?

This coming Labor Day weekend San Francisco is set to be to be the proud



host of Slow Food Nation, a food focused event that will draw thousands of
farmers and food-lovers worldwide to celebrate the emergence of a new fair
and sustainable food system. It’s important that San Francisco Owalk

the talkO and uphold its commitment to food sustainability and food

justice by supporting the successful programs that represent this
philosophy, not by taking them over and running them for maximum profit.

WHAT CAN I DO?

1. Contact the Mayor and San Francisco supervisors and tell them
that you want the Heart of the City Farmers Market to continue to
operate the farmers market. We don’t want the market to be taken
over by San Francisco’s real estate division. Contact information for
the supervisors is below.

2. Attend the budget hearing This THURSDAY- June 19th at 11 am
and make public comment to oppose the take over.

Location: Budget and Finance Committee - Room 250 @ SF City Hall
located at 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, near the corner of Polk and
McAlister, two blocks from Civic Center BART station.

Details: The meeting starts at 11am (The Heart of the City Farmers Market
is #9 on the agenda so be patient)

MORE INFORMATION

« June 6, 2008 “Mayor Wants City To Run Farmers Market” (SF
Chronicle) http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-
bin/article.cqgi?file=/c/a/2008/06/06/BA2]J114A7R.DTL

+ May 19, 2008 (SF Chronicle) “A stale 'solution"”
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-
bin/article.cgi?file=/c/a/2008/05/19/EDRM10012L.DTL

CONTACTS

Mayor Gavin Newsom Aaron Peskin, District 3
(415) 554-6141 - voice (415) 554-7450 - voice
Email: gavin.newsom@sfgov.org Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org
Jake McGoldrick, District 1 Carmen Chu, District 4
(415) 554-7410 - voice (415) 554-7460 - voice
Jake.McGoldrick@sfgov.org Carmen.Chu@sfgov.org
Michela Alioto Pier, District 2 Ross Mirkarimi, District 5
(415) 554-7752 - voice (415) 554-7630 - voice

Michela.Alioto-Pier@sfgov.org Ross.Mirkarimi@sfgov.org



Chris Daly, District 6 Sophie Maxwell, District 10

chris.daly@sfgov.org (415) 554-7670 - voice
415-554-7970 Sophie.Maxwell@sfgov.org

Sean Elsbernd, District 7 Gerardo Sandoval, District 11
(415) 554-6516 - voice (415) 554-6975 - voice
Sean.Elsbernd@sfgov.org Gerardo.Sandoval@sfgov.org

Bevan Dufty, District 8
(415) 554-6968 - voice
Bevan.Dufty@sfgov.org

Tom Ammiano, District 9
(415) 554-5144 - voice
Tom.Ammiano@sfgov.org

Diane Feinstein (Feinstein helped start the market in 1981)
(415) 393-0707 - voice
http://feinstein.senate.qgov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=ContactUs.EmailMe
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Did you get this message forwarded to you?
email cfic-subscribe@lists.riseup.net to join our list and receive our alerts and monthly e-newsletter directly

Want to be removed? email: cfic-unsubscribe@lists.riseup.net

The California Food and Justice Coalition is a statewide membership coalition committed to
the basic human right to healthy food while advancing social, agricultural and environmental justice.
We collaborate with community-based efforts in California working to create a socially just, ecologically
and economically sustainable food supply. We envision a California food system in which all activities,
from farm to table, are equitable, healthful, regenerative, and community-driven.

California Food and Justice Coalition c/o CFSC
P.0. Box 209, Venice, CA 90294 ® 310-822-5410 ® FAX 310-822-1440
http://www.CAFoodJustice.org
email: info@CAFoodJustice.org




