Relating Student and Youth Concerns in the Farm Bill


ISSUE:  Healthy, fresh, locally-produced food into schools and communities
Policy possibilities:

· Fund Farm to Cafeteria (Section 122 of the 2004 Child Nutrition Reauthorization)

· Reduce regulatory barriers so that schools and institutions can use geographic preferences when purchasing food

· Increase value-added and processing infrastructure in schools and communities

· Expand funding for farmers' markets and increase funding for the Farmers’ Market Nutrition Program and the Farmers’ Market Promotion Program

· Increase funding for co-operatives and other innovative food retail, especially in underserved areas

ISSUE: Ensuring access to nutrition education and healthy food for all

Policy possibilities:

· Increase funding for the Community Food Projects Competitive Grants Program 

· Support community food security applications of Food Stamp Nutrition Education (FSNE) and the Expanded Food and Nutrition Education Program (EFNEP)
· Support and increase obesity prevention initiatives

· Increase funding for Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT) use at farmers' markets

· Increase funding for the Women Infants and Children’s (WIC) Farmers Market Nutrition Program (FMNP)

ISSUE:  Provide opportunities for young agriculturalists
Policy possibilities

· Increase support for Beginning Farmer and Rancher Initiatives

· Support programs/resources especially targeted toward young women in agriculture

ISSUE:  Keep farmland in production and support sustainable practices 
Policy possibilities:

· Increase funding for sustainable agriculture research 

· Support conservation programs that prevent environmental degradation, not just managing past environmental damage  

· Support farmland preservation foundations, conservation easements, and voluntary agricultural districts

ISSUE:  Respecting and protecting the rights of farmers and farm workers

Policy possibilities

· Explore mechanisms that ensure a fair price for farmers but do not distort international trade markets

· Ensure fair wages and working conditions for farmers and farm workers 

· Equal access to technical assistance and resources by all farmers and farm workers, regardless of location, ethnicity, gender, etc.
ISSUE:  Community owned renewable and sustainable energy 

Policy possibilities

· Fund researching the production of alternative and renewable energy on farms 

· Incentives and support for farmers to use alternative energy in their farming techniques, including solar panels and biodiesel, with emphasis on community owned energy
**The following lists some of the issues that youth and students care about and some places where those issues might land within Farm Bill proposals. Certainly this is only a sampling of possibilities as the group called “Students and Youth” is so large and diverse. 


