Urban Food Production: A Growing Movement

Basics

· Growing food in and around U.S. urban areas has a long and illustrious history. Many early farms were located in or as close as possible to burgeoning cities, to avoid the difficulties associated with long-distance transport of food.

· Urban farms and food gardens have seen a resurgence in recent years. “In 1997, urban agriculture made up a third of all farms and controlled 39 percent of farm assets. Eighteen percent of farmland operated was located in metro areas in 1997.” (Excerpted from Heimlich and Anderson, Economic Report (for) USDA Economic Research Service, 2001, p 38.)

· In 1996, 30% of agricultural products in the US (by sales value) were grown in metropolitan counties. (Smit, 1996)

· An increasing acknowledgment of the public welfare benefits of community gardening has prompted a national movement to greater numbers of community garden sites and practitioners. Briefly, these benefits include:

· Health: Consumption of delicious-tasting fresh fruits and vegetables and the good exercise involved in gardening activity promote better health.

· Ecological: Gardens provide green infrastructure and habitat, promote biodiversity, divert stormwater, and, most importantly, contribute to alleviation of global warming.

· Social and cultural: Research indicates that communities with high-participation gardens and farms see not only greater community participation, but also reduced crime rates, higher voter registrations and increased civic responsibility.

· Food security: While currently limited, gardens do provide food for the hungry. The decentralization and proximity of community gardens strengthens overall security of the food supply.

· Economic/Entrepreneurial: Families may stretch their budgets through urban food production. Also, community gardeners may sell their produce at local farmers’ markets find other was to profit from what they grow. 

· Educational: Gardening provides a tie with the land, the seasons, and how things grow and develop.

Future of Urban Agriculture

Despite this rapid growth in the urban component, the term “agriculture” has been associated with “rural” in the Farm Bill and other governmental efforts. To move policy more into alignment with what is happening across the United States, Community Food Security Coalition suggests:

· Ask your legislator to authorize the Urban Food Production Program as a part of the Community Food Systems Reinvestment Act, soon to be introduced by Rep. Blumenauer, to promote and assist with food production in urban centers and metropolitan counties;

· Expand the Community Food Projects Competitive Grant Program to $60 million, with $10 million annually allocated to support metropolitan production (urban, community, school and market gardens).

For more information on these proposals, please contact Community Food Security Coalition at 202.543.8602 or email Steph Larsen at steph@foodsecurity.org or Thomas Forster at Thomas@foodsecurity.org

