Farm to Cafeteria Legislation: 

Bringing Healthy Local Food to Kids!
What Distinguishes Farm to Cafeteria

· Local Focus:  "Farm to Cafeteria" brings locally-grown food into school cafeterias.  Local food is typically the freshest possible, and it highlights what foods are grown in a region.

· Experiential Nutrition Education:  Students learn where their food comes from by visiting farms, growing gardens, and seeing educational displays with their food.  This education has been shown to have a direct effect on kids' healthy food choices.
· Win-Win Benefits for Kids, Farmers, and Communities:  Farm to Cafeteria benefits independent, typically small-scale farmers.  Purchasing directly from local farmers generates more money in the local economy and strengthens community ties. 

Funding for Farm to Cafeteria

· Farm to Cafeteria was authorized but not funded in previous legislation
  and if funded would  create one-time, competitive grants to cover the initial costs of a Farm to Cafeteria project, including food procurement, storage and cutting equipment, staff time and training, educational and promotional materials, and school gardens.

· Ask your legislators to support funding for Farm to Cafeteria.

Barriers in Local Procurement

· As many as 1,000 public schools in 32 states are now buying products from local producers for their school meals programs, up from a handful in 1998. However, even though there is significant interest from parents and schools to purchase local foods, barriers to local procurement keep this number from being much higher.
· USDA has specified that local product during the bidding process is prohibited. This conflicts with federal legislation specifically allowing the implementation of farm to school programs. USDA’s position had dissuaded many school districts from implementing legally permissible contracting processes that would facilitate local food purchasing.  

· States and communities should be allowed flexibility to support their local economies and utilize products produced from local and regional farmers. 

· Ask your legislators to support no-cost policy changes to allow for geographic preferences and increased flexibility for school and institutional procurement. Language introduced by Sen. Feingold (S. 541) will clarify the intent of Congress by directing USDA to remove this policy barrier.
· Ask your legislators to reinstate the Farm to School program with the Department of Defense as outlined also in S. 541.
� Section 122: Access to Local Foods and School Gardens; Child Nutrition and WIC Reauthorization of 2004





For more information, please contact Community Food Security Coalition at 202.543.8602 or Steph Larsen at steph@foodsecurity.org or Thomas Forster at Thomas@foodsecurity.org 


