CFSC Farm Bill Update

June 11, 2007

CALL CONGRESS TODAY TO INFLUENCE THE FARM BILL! 
Thank you for your interest in the Farm Bill and the efforts of the Community Food Security Coalition. In an effort to keep you informed, this update is the first of many and will contain a summary of relevant happenings around the country related to food security, local food, and the Farm Bill. 

Action on the House Agriculture Committee: The House Agriculture Committee has begun to lay out the “mark”, or first draft, of the Farm Bill.  This week, the subcommittee on Department Operations, Oversight, Nutrition, and Risk Management is expected to meet on Thursday, June 14. Most of the issues that CFSC has advocated for in the Farm Bill are within the jurisdiction of this subcommittee, including the Community Food Projects Competitive Grant Program (CFP) and the clarifying language to allow schools to give a preference for locally grown food. . We anticipate amendments to be offered on both these issues at this hearing. 

Farm Bill Schedule is Tight, Act NOW!: Although schedules frequently change in Congress, here is our latest information on the timeline for the Farm Bill:

· June 14: Nutrition subcommittee meets 

· June 26-28: Full Agriculture Committee meets to continue negotiations

· Week of July 23: Scheduled debate on the House Floor

Your legislators need to hear from you! Please call your Representative today and tell them to support increased funding for CFP, language that strengthens the ability of schools to purchase from local farmers, the Healthy Food Enterprise Development Program, and urban agriculture. These provisions are all outlined in detail in HR 2364. It’s important for your Representative to hear from you about these programs to support access to healthy food and strengthen local food systems, whether they’re on the Agriculture Committee or not. To contact your legislator, call the Congressional Switchboard at 202.224.3121.

Agriculture leaders say…Committee Chair Colin Peterson (D-MN) announced that he plans to make stricter payment limitations on crop subsidies and cut direct payments, transferring the savings to conservation, crop disaster assistance and nutrition funding. Chair of the Agriculture Appropriations subcommittee, Rosa DeLauro (D-CT), an advocate for more fruit and vegetable funding, indicated last week that she won’t play the role of fostering a floor fight between those who seek reform and those who are opposed. The threat of a floor flight has been one tactic that "reformists" have suggested they might use to secure more funding for healthy farm bill initiatives.  
Legislation Introduced: Two bills were introduced in late May that show strong support for healthy food and healthy communities provisions. These bills, frequently termed “marker bills”, are intended to be a sort of legislative concept paper that outlines legislators’ priorities for the Farm Bill.  Food Outreach and Opportunity Development (FOOD) for a Healthy America Act (S. 1432), introduced by Senator Brown (D-OH), now has 4 co-sponsors. Local Food and Farm Support Act (HR 2364), introduced by Congressman Blumenauer (D-OR), has 13 co-sponsors. Both bills are endorsed by CFSC, and you can see the bill summaries and language at www.foodsecurity.org/policy.

Sign-On Letters: In the last few weeks, CFSC has advocated for a number of sign-on letters. A letter to Secretary of Agriculture Mike Johanns was delivered in mid-May, led by Sen. Kohl from Wisconsin and signed by 17 other Senators. A letter sent to the leadership of the Senate Agriculture Committee led by Sens. Feingold (D-WI) and Brown (D-OH) stressed the importance of supporting healthy food provisions and strengthening local food systems was signed by 10 other Senators. An organizational sign-on letter with nearly 200 organizations, will be delivered to the Senate and House before June 22.

Reserve Fund: When Congress passed its recent FY’08 Budget Bill, it reinstated the “Pay-as-you-go” system, which requires that any new funding be offset by cuts or increased revenue. However, there were several Reserve Funds created to authorize spending above the baseline, or at current funding levels, provided that offsets are found for that funding. The Farm Bill Reserve Fund is $20 billion. The need for offsets complicates the Farm Bill legislative process and will create a potentially difficult situation as groups clamor for this as yet unproven pot of money.

Food Stamp Challenge: In mid-May, four members of Congress, Reps. McGovern (D-MA), Emerson (R-MO), Tim Ryan (D-OH) and Schakowsky (D-IL)  took the Food Stamp Challenge to raise awareness of the inadequacy of the Food Stamp Program. They each tried for a week to only spend $21 on food, which is the average amount that a Food Stamp recipient receives. Efforts by the participants of the Food Stamp Challenge, as well as Senate Agriculture Committee Chair Tom Harkin (D-IA), have drawn attention to the lack of fruits and vegetables available to Food Stamp recipients and the need for healthy Farm Bill reform.
Farm to School Update: New Jersey Secretary of Agriculture, Charles M. Kuperus, looks to the Farm Bill to provide better nutrition for schoolchildren while benefiting farm operations.   Check out the article at: http://www.harnesslink.com/www/Article.cgi?ID=52035
Media Update: CFSC supporters have submitted op-eds and letters-to-the-editors to major daily newspapers across the country. To date, op-eds have run in the Albuquerque Journal, the Des Moines Register, the Hartford Courant and the Detroit Free Press. Other newspapers are expected to run op-eds and related farm bill stories over the next couple of week. CFSC supporters are encouraged to submit op-eds and LTEs as soon as possible. Model op-eds and LTEs are available.

Detroit Free Press link: http://www.freep.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070611/OPINION02/706110308
Hartford Courant link: http://www.courant.com/news/opinion/commentary/hc-plcwinne0603.artjun03,0,1104102.story. 

This first update will give more background so that everyone is on the same page, and in the future will contain actions in Congress as well as how best to get involved and make your voice heard. We hope you find it useful!

