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Community Food and Anti-Hunger Groups Applaud Spitzer’s Action on Food Policy Council
 
Anti-hunger, nutrition, agricultural policy and community food security organizations applauded the announcement by Governor Eliot Spitzer that he has issued an Executive Order to create a New York State Food Policy Council.
 
The Council will coordinate efforts by the various state agencies to end hunger, promote improved nutrition and support local farmers. A similar council existed during the administration of Governor Cuomo. Legislation to create such a Council was introduced last year by Assemblymember Felix Ortiz and Senator Catherine Young.
 
"Dozens of programs, located in numerous agencies at the federal, State and local level, attempt to reduce hunger, strengthen local agriculture, and reduce nutrition and health problems. The programs would benefit from increased coordination pursuant to comprehensive food policy planning. The Council would also provide government agency representatives with the opportunity to meet and interact with citizens and each other on food and agricultural policy," said Bich Ha Pham, Executive Director of the Hunger Action Network of NYS.

“The creation of a Food Policy Council has been supported across the Board, from groups like the Farm Bureau, emergency food programs, nutritionists, dieticians and supporters of sustainable agriculture. The Council would help create win-win situations, such as helping local farmers sell to schools and restaurants so consumers have better access to healthy, fresh fruits and vegetables. We need to ensure that we are getting the maximum impact from our tax dollars, promoting family farms while improving the nutritional diet of all New Yorkers,” said Mark Dunlea, Associate Director of the Hunger Action Network of New York State. Dunlea was an advisory member to the previous State Food Policy Council.
 
“The Governor is to be applauded for creating the Council. The re-birth of a New York State Food Policy Council is very important as we seek to encourage healthier eating patterns of our communities, address hunger and support the economic viability of our state agriculture. It is also vital that this structure be built into the fabric of our state, and legislation is still needed to be sure it continues beyond this administration.  I encourage the Governor, Assembly and Senate continue to work together to put the Food Policy Council into statue,” said Fern Gale Estrow, MS, RD, CDN, Chair of the New York City Food Systems Network. The Executive Orders creating a Food Policy Council by Governors Carey and Cuomo were repealed by Governor Pataki when he took office.
 
"NY Farms! sees great potential in bringing together policymakers with a stake in the food system, in order to develop policy synergies around food: providing benefits to those who produce food on the farm, those who process, ship and prepare it in businesses and institutions, and all of us who, as 'eaters' in the Empire State, rely on a secure, safe and nutritious food supply.  For instance, the goals of providing the freshest food possible to our population, keeping NY's food producers in business and profitable, and minimizing the foodmiles our meals must travel to conserve energy and protect the environment, have great synergy, although typically pursued under separate governmental agencies," said Krys Cail, a member of the Board of Directors of NY Farms!.
 
"There's probably nothing as important to our security and well-being than getting our food system right.  All of us working toward that end at the local level are thrilled at the prospect of having state-level support to move us toward a sustainable food system--this is great news, " added Joan Gussow, Board Member of Just Food and author of  “This Organic Life”.
 
Groups supporting the re-establishment of the Food Policy Council have outlined a number of goals, including: reducing and eliminating hunger by providing affordable, nutritious food, from local producers whenever possible; the adoption of diets by New Yorkers that promote health and prevent disease, using foods from local producers whenever possible; increased consumer demand for New York farm and food products; a profitable food producing system which maximizes production of nutritious foods, protects the environment, and provides sufficient income for farm families and farm workers; economic viability for food processing, marketing and distribution industries that support state agriculture; and, increased effectiveness and coordination of food, farm and nutrition programs.
 

