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City Hires Coordinator of Food Policy 
By DIANE CARDWELL 

(Article originally printed in the New York Times) 


The city has hired Benjamin Thomases, an advocate for the poor, as its first food policy coordinator, officials confirmed Friday. Mr. Thomases, 31, is a graduate of Columbia Business School and has worked for nonprofit organizations focused on helping low-income people.

Officials announced the creation of the food coordinator job in November, as part of an aggressive campaign to combat hunger and unhealthy eating. Although Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg has made the battle against poverty a high-profile focus of his second term, it was not until City Council Speaker Christine C. Quinn began pushing for such a position that the administration responded.

In his new role, Mr. Thomases is to oversee a task force that will not only help agencies develop and coordinate a range of programs, but also ensure that those agencies serving meals — like the Department for the Aging, the Administration for Children’s Services  and the Department of Homeless Services — buy nutritious food. 

The panel is to include representatives of Ms. Quinn’s office along with officials from the education and health departments.

Mr. Thomases’ duties will also include figuring out ways to ensure that those eligible for food stamps are able to get them and overseeing a plan to expand to 1,000 stores a program to encourage bodegas in low-income areas to offer healthier products like low-fat milk and fresh vegetables.

Mr. Thomases attended the social enterprise program at Columbia Business School and completed a summer internship in the real estate division of the Greyston Foundation, a nonprofit group devoted to community development in Yonkers. 

After graduating in 2003, he became president of FirstSource Staffing, which, as part of the Fifth Avenue Committee in Brooklyn, helps find jobs for unemployed people with difficulties entering the work force.

 
