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Sept. 16 Festival Highlights Local Food, Farm and Films;

Chefs, Farmers and Directors Take Part in Celebration at Wealthy Theater

            Grand Rapids, Mich. -- Kirsten Kelly, an Oceana County

native who directed the award-winning ASPARAGUS (A Stalk-umentary)

with film partner Anne de Mare,  headlines The Local FoodFarmFilm

Fest, an all-day celebration of West Michigan’s food system,

Saturday, Sept. 16, from 1-10 p.m.  The event takes place at the

Wealthy Theater, 1130 Wealthy SE, Grand Rapids. Admission (suggested

donation) is $10; $7 after 5 p.m.

     Kelly will discuss her 90-minute documentary, which will be

shown at 7:30 p.m., and answer questions after the screening.  The

film tells the story of Oceana County’s struggle to remain the self-

proclaimed “Asparagus Capital of the Nation” in the face of a global

economy and the U.S. government’s subsidies to Peruvian asparagus

farmers.

    ASPARAGUS (A Stalk-umentary) has garnered much acclaim on the

festival circuit since it came out in April of 2006, winning six

awards so far.  In particular, it recently captured the Good Food

Award sponsored by W.K. Kellogg Foundation at the Media that Matters

Festival and the Best Documentary at the Rural Route Film Fest in New

York City.

    The Local FoodFarmFilm Fest (LFFFF), a joint effort by Farms

Without Harm and the Greater Grand Rapids Food Systems Council

(GGRFSC), will feature continuous screenings of 10 films about

sustainable and industrial agriculture that underscore the importance

of knowing how our food is grown. The roster includes a mix of short

and feature-length films, some humorous and some serious, with such

titles as Frankensteer and Deconstructing Supper.

    In addition to Kelly’s appearance, the festival will showcase

the work of another filmmaker, Cynthia Vagnetti, in conjunction with

a 3 p.m. screening of her film about women in agriculture titled

Voices from the Field. The 39-minute film profiles female farmers in

Minnesota, Iowa, Wisconsin and Michigan. Vagnetti will participate in

a discussion about women in agriculture after the screening.

            While movies will be shown all day long in the Wealthy

Theater during the LFFFF, tastings of dishes made by local chefs from

locally sourced food will take place in the theater’s “green room.”

Festival attendees will also be able to meet several West Michigan

farmers who will be selling their products in the lobby throughout

the day.

Screening schedule for The Local FoodFarmFilm Fest:

1-2--Mini-Festival of Shorts including the Sierra Club’s The True

Cost of Food, The Meatrix I , The Meatrix II, Store Wars and The Pig

Picture.

2:10-2:55--Frankensteer, an investigation of the dangers to human

health posed by antibiotic- dependent, hormone-laced, feedlot-raised

beef.
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3-4:30--Voices from the Field, a film that looks at women farmers in

the Midwest followed by a discussion featuring the film’s director

Cynthia Vagnetti

4:35-5:35--Mini-Festival of Shorts (repeat--except the Sierra Club’s

Living a Nightmare replaces The True Cost of Food)

5:40-6:25--Deconstructing Supper, a film about a chef who

investigates food safety in the age of GMOs and industrial agriculture.

6:30-7:15--Frankensteer (repeat)

7:30-10--ASPARAGUS (A Stalk-umentary), a screening of this 90-minute

film followed by a discussion with the director, Kirsten Kelly.

        The Local FoodFarmFilm Fest is part of Local Food Week, a

series of events highlighting the importance of a strong and diverse

local food system held in observance of the State of Michigan's

designation of Sept. 14 as Buy Fresh Buy Local Select Michigan Day.

Local Food Week Schedule:

Sunday, Sept. 10--Organic Harvest Festival presented by Mixed Greens

at Blandford Nature Center. 301-3592.

Monday, Sept. 11--A Preservation Party to learn how to can, freeze,

or preserve garden and farm produce, sponsored by the GGRFSC.

231-578-0873 or e-mail skyprice@gmail.com.

Tuesday, Sept. 12, 4 p.m. – Community Gardens Tour of several gardens

in Grand Rapids network, presented by GGRFSC Community Gardens

Committee and Mixed Greens. Free but reservations required.

616-451-3051 or e-mail skyprice@gmail.com.

Thursday, Sept. 14, 1-6 p.m. -- Kids' Day Festival celebrating Buy

Fresh Buy Local Select Michigan Day at the Southeast Area Farmers

Market, corner of Franklin Street and Fuller Avenue.616-451-3051 or e-

mail tcary@wmeac.org. ( Also on Thursday -- Farmers' Market at Burton

School sponsored by YMCA. Call 616-855-9674 and ask for Beth.)

Friday, Sept. 15 – Women's Farm Tour sponsored by the West Michigan

Forum for Sustainable Agriculture features filmmaker Cynthia

Vagnetti. 451-3051 or email tcary@wmeac.org
Saturday, Sept. 16, 1-10 p.m. -- The Local FoodFarmFilm Fest at

Wealthy Theater. 616-558-6490 or email fwh@ameritech.net
Sunday, Sept. 17, 2-4 p.m. – Annual Heirloom Tomato Festival at

Trillium Haven Farm in Jenison. Cost is $20 per person. 457-5822 or

email trilliumhaven@earthlink.net.

    Local Food Week is a joint effort of the Greater Grand Rapids

Food Systems Council, a collection of groups and individuals working

together to create a sustainable and just food system in West

Michigan, and Farms Without Harm, a network of groups, small farmers

and concerned citizens that promotes safe, sustainable farming

through public education.

    For more information about the GGRFSC, visit www.foodshed.net
and for Farms Without Harm, visit
www.farmswithoutharm.org.      
