DRAFT STATEMENT OF PURPOSE for a Colorado Food and Agriculture Policy Council:

We recognize that a healthy food and agriculture system requires attention to a broad set of issues including: Food Security/Access/Nutrition, Community Economic Development, Agricultural Production and Profitability, and Environmental Health and Stability.

In these four areas of concern, our purpose as a Food and Agricultural Policy Council in the State of Colorado will be:

Food Security, Access, and Nutrition: 

· To assess the food-related needs of people in our communities and the barriers to addressing or satisfying those needs, especially for those who are in high-risk categories.  

· To focus attention on local agricultural producers as key players in meeting community food and nutritional needs, stressing food safety, higher nutrition, and better flavor.

· To develop a partnership involving all facets of the community, to promote local food security and nutrition, through development of an integrated food policy that addresses production, consumption, and dietary health issues.

Community Economic Development: 

· To optimize the extent to which communities benefit financially from production and consumption of local agricultural products. 

· To promote citizen involvement in the community in support of local agriculture. 

· To develop strategies to build cooperation among local businesses that share similar or compatible market bases (e.g., farmers‚ markets that bring more consumer traffic to downtown districts, or agritourism that enhances a broader tourism sector.)

Productive and Profitable Agriculture:

· To promote a type of agriculture that will provide a secure and rewarding life on family-scale farms, that is supported by the public (politically and in the marketplace), and maintains a healthy and sustainable production of food and fiber.

· To promote a locally favored identity for agricultural products, which will benefit those selling their products and reduce the distance food travels between producer and consumer.

· To promote value-added processing either through local vertical integration or the development of new local businesses, which will produce and sell products closer to the end consumer.

Environmental Effects of Agriculture and Industry:

· To promote a high level of stewardship of natural resources throughout the food and agriculture system, preserving and enhancing land, water, air, biodiversity, and other resources.

· To promote the recognition of farmers as an integral part of the local community’s economic, political, environmental, and aesthetic landscape.
