State Food Policy Councils

Authorized by State Governments

Connecticut
Created in 1997 by the State Legislature, the Connecticut Food Policy Council works to promote the development of a food policy for the State of Connecticut and the coordination of state agencies that affect food security. Food Policy refers to government actions that influence the availability, affordability, quality and safety of our food supply. Food Policy addresses such concerns as: farmland preservation, urban agriculture, emergency food supply, transportation, markets for locally-grown food, food education, child nutrition and urban supermarkets. See: http://www.foodpc.state.ct.us/
Illinois

In 2005, the State Legislature authorized the Governor to create the Illinois Food Systems Policy Council. The Council will provide a critical advisory panel to develop policies on food access and security, improve health and well-being, and to promote economic incentives for Illinois farmers and agri-businesses. 
See: http://www.hsmd.illinois.gov/hs/Press/2006/pr09222006-fspc.pdf
See: http://www.illinois.gov/PressReleases/ShowPressRelease.cfm?SubjectID=17&RecNum=4098
Iowa
The Iowa Food Policy Council was created in May of 2000 by Iowa Governor Thomas J. Vilsack through Executive Order 16, and continued through Executive Order 19

 HYPERLINK "file:///C:\\Documents%20and%20Settings\\clp\\My%20Documents\\My%20Webs\\IFPC%20Website\\execorder.htm" \l "Executive Order  No. 19" 
, Executive Order 29, and Executive Order 38, the Council consists of 21citizen members who represent diverse food-related sectors. Seven appointed Ex-Officio state agency advisors also serve on the Council, playing a key role to share information about state agency services, programs, and policies. See: www.iowafoodpolicy.org
Maine
In June of 2005, the Maine legislature passed a law entitled “An Act to Make Revisions to the Laws Governing Agriculture”. Several sections of Title 7 needed up-dating due to the passage of time and changes in agencies’ roles and funding. As the Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry Committee reviewed the proposed changes in language, they concluded that it would be appropriate for the Maine Department of Agriculture to also rewrite the Maine Food Policy that was enacted in 1984. The Commissioner was directed to convene a Working Group to assist in this process. See: http://www.maine.gov/agriculture/mpd/information/foodpolicydraft.pdf
Michigan

Created by Executive Order 2005-13 and funded in partnership with the W.K. Kellogg Foundation, the Michigan Food Policy Council (MFPC) brings diverse food-related stakeholders together to recommend programs and policies to the Governor that improve Michigan's food future. The MFPC has a mission to cultivate a safe, healthy and available food supply for all of Michigan's residents while building on the state's agricultural diversity to enhance economic growth. See: http://www.michigan.gov/mfpc
New Mexico


The State Legislature also authorized the New Mexico Food and Agriculture Policy Council. While the Council is formally independent of the state government, the legislation granted it authority to request an appointment from the Executive branch for agency representation when necessary. The Council is focused on school nutrition, food security, expanding “farm to cafeteria” in the state, farmers’ market development, Tribal initiatives, environmental issues, soil and water conservation legislation, and support for family farm and ranch economic viability. See: http://www.farmtotable.info/policycouncil.htm
New York

In May 2007, Governor Eliot Spitzer issued an Executive Order to create a New York State Food Policy Council. Anti-hunger, nutrition, agricultural policy and community food security organizations applauded the announcement. The Council will coordinate efforts by the various state agencies to end hunger, promote improved nutrition and support local farmers. The programs would benefit from increased coordination pursuant to comprehensive food policy planning. The Council would also provide government agency representatives with the opportunity to meet and interact with citizens and each other on food and agricultural policy.
http://www.ny.gov/governor/executive_orders/exeorders/13.pdf
North Carolina

The North Carolina Food Policy Council was formed in 2001 by the North Carolina Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services Commissioner. The Council works to define and meet the needs of the hungry while seeking more opportunities for the state’s small farmers. The goal is to increase communication between state agencies, non-profit groups, farmers and retailers involved in the food delivery system in order to better help the hungry. See: http://www.statefoodpolicy.org/nc_fpc.htm
Oklahoma 

The Oklahoma Food Policy Council is a group that advises the Oklahoma Commissioner of Agriculture on food policy. It is a joint project of the Kerr Center for Sustainable Agriculture and the Oklahoma Department of Agriculture, Food, and Forestry (ODAFF) with support from Drake University and the USDA Risk Management Agency.  See: http://www.foodpolicycouncil.net/
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