A COMPARISON IN MEMBERSHIP

The Illinois Food, Farms, and Jobs Taskforce (new)

and 

The Illinois Food Systems Policy Council (old)

The responsibilities and goals of the Illinois Food, Farms, and Jobs Act (HB 1300) and the Illinois Food Systems Policy Council (IFSPC) do not duplicate or undermine the mandates of the other.  

A comparison of purpose, individuals and organizations comprising the Task Forces, and excerpts concerning the missions of the two, delineate the differences:

HB 1300. The work proposed by HB 1300 is job creation, economic development, and rural revitalization by encouraging the development of an in-state local and organic food system. 

IFSPC. The present work of the IFSPC is to minimize business confusion and community instability in the event that a disaster or an attack disrupts Illinois’ ability to import and distribute food, and to avoid financial losses and social chaos that could erupt from business instability. 

HB 1300. The 32 members comprising the Task Force created by HB 1300 are as follows:

· 4 organic farmers, representing different dairy, meat, vegetable, and grains sectors 

· 4 specialty crop producers, representing different flower, fruit, viticulture, aquaculture fiber, vegetable, and ornamental sectors 

· 2 organic processors 

· 1 organic distributor and 1 non-organic distributor 

· 3 representatives of not-for-profit educational organizations

· 1 organic certifier 

· 1 consumer representative 

· 2 representatives of farm organizations 

· 1 university agricultural specialist 

· 1 philanthropic organization representative 

· 1 food retailer representative 

· 2 municipal representatives from different communities in the State 

· 1 chef specializing in the preparation of locally grown organic foods

· 4 representatives from community-based organizations focusing on food

      access, to include at least 3 minority members

· 1 representative each from the Departments of Agriculture, Commerce and Economic 

      Opportunity, and Human Services

Illinois Food, Farms, and Jobs Task Force membership criteria:
· Knowledge of and commitment to local foods

· Actual involvement and experience in local foods (alternatively we described it as "already doing local foods")

· Geographic diversity

· Ethnic diversity

· Diversity in age and gender (not a make-or-break category)

· Organizational diversity (It was important not to have one organization be heavily represented on this Task Force. For example we eliminated one very good candidate from our slate because there was already one other person connected with that non-profit.)

· Time commitment to the Task Force (we made sure to say that this is a working Task Force)

· Ability to pay one's own travel expenses for meetings (although we understood that cost could be a burden, we also thought it was indicative of someone's commitment that they would be willing to pay their own way)

· Ability/willingness to work with others, especially to LISTEN

· Knowledge of the Illinois food, farm and jobs landscape

IFSPC. The 23 members comprising the IFSPC are as follows:

· 10 state agencies

· 5 agribusiness and global business companies

· 4 people representing farm or food interests

· 2 educational institutions

· 2 offices of the FBI

HB 1300. The following are excerpts from the synopsis and body of HB 1300: 

>>  Creates the Illinois Food, Farms, and Jobs Act and the Illinois Local and Organic Food and Farm Task Force. Sets out the composition of the Task Force. 

>>  The Task Force shall develop a plan containing policy and funding recommendations for expanding and supporting a State local and organic food system and for assessing and overcoming obstacles to an increase in locally grown food and local organic food production. 

This Task Force will make recommendations on farmer training, organic transition, improving consumer access to Illinois-grown foods, removing hindrances between Illinois farmers and Illinois consumers, constructing a local food infrastructure, and otherwise creating opportunities for Illinois citizens to be directly involved with the food that they eat. 

IFSPC.  The following paragraphs are excerpts from the minutes of the IFSPC’s inaugural meeting on March 23, 2006:

>>  Homeland Security is the inner guiding force. Homeland Security is not an individual industry, but a collection of industries. The job of the Food Systems Policy Council and Homeland Security Market Development Bureau is to encourage the collaboration to bring people together to create long-term vision for the State of Illinois, to establish a foundation, to bring shape to the notion about how to bring Homeland Security and business together, and collaboration to bring programs together that would not typically have interaction. 

>> The focus of the Council is to develop policies affecting food access and security; promote economic incentives for Illinois farmers, agri-businesses, and other private enterprises; improve individual health and well being, particularly childhood obesity; encourage public/private partnerships for agro-security, information and research, healthy food options, and bio-technology development.

>>  Richland Community College will be responsible for implementing, administering, and operating the Illinois Food Systems Policy Council, organizing and administering an Agro-Security Summit Series, and designing, creating, and operating the agro-security, food safety and security, and bio-technology resources information clearinghouse.

>>  The leadership and work of the council will represent an emerging, competitive advantage for Illinois businesses. Making our food systems more secure and resilient will ensure the continuity of operations and profitability of businesses during and after a disaster or an event of terrorism.

