HB 1300

The Illinois Food, Farms, and Jobs Act of 2007

Why do we need this Act?

· Illinois imports more than 90% of its food, with Illinois food consumers daily spending millions of dollars for food that could and should be grown by Illinois farmers. These dollars are leaving the borders of Illinois, denying every Illinois community the economic benefits of recirculating wealth.

· The loss of Illinois’s rich farmland to urban sprawl compromises Illinois’s ability to feed itself with fresh foods.

· As the number of Illinois farmers has declined, rural communities have been losing population, causing rural decay.

· By the growing demand for local and organic foods, Illinois food consumers are demonstrating that they are willing to pay a premium for foods that they know are fresh, nutritious, and that benefit local farmers and communities.

· There are many Illinois neighborhoods, both rural and urban, without stores selling fresh locally grown or organic foods.

What does this Act do?

HB 1300 assembles a Task Force from diverse Illinois constituencies that are necessary to construct and maintain a complete in-state food system for the production, processing, storage, distribution, sale, and preparation of local and organic foods.  An in-state Illinois-based food system would pay for new local and organic food-related jobs by plugging the present leakage of food dollars from the Illinois economy.

The Task Force’s objective is to pinpoint bottlenecks that are hindering the development of an Illinois-based local and organic food system, making recommendations for their solution to the 96th Illinois General Assembly.  Called the Illinois Local and Organic Food and Farm Plan, policy and funding recommendations will be made on:

· farmer training and development (beginning and existing)

· helping farmers to transition to locally grown foods, USDA organic, and specialty crop production 

· improving consumer access to fresh and affordable Illinois-grown foods in both rural and urban communities (farmers markets, roadside stands, and new and existing groceries) 

· removing barriers separating landowners, farmers, businesses, and consumers desiring to participate in local and organic food networks

· constructing a local food infrastructure (processing, storage, and distribution)

· developing new food and agriculture-related businesses, such as on-farm processing, micro-markets, incubator kitchens, and marketing and communications businesses

· research into best practices and opportunities for local and organic food production and handling

· how best to inform the public about the benefits of local food systems and about the development opportunities provided through this Act

