Building Community through Food
Illinois Food, Farms, and Jobs Act of 2007

Did you know. . .?
Illinois imports more than 90% of its food?  That means Illinois residents spend billions of dollars on food that could and should be grown by Illinois farmers.  If we grew more of our food in Illinois, more of our dollars would stay here -- supporting farm families, boosting investment in our own communities, and preserving Illinois’ rich agricultural heritage.
Your food travels an average of 1,500 miles before reaching your plate?  If Illinois farmers grew your food, it would be fresher, more flavorful, and retain more of its nutritional value.  By reducing the need to ship food across the country, we could also cut back on energy consumption and help heal the environment.

Your food choices have an economic impact?  Growing and eating local food is vital to boosting economic development, job creation, and revitalization in rural and urban communities throughout Illinois.
It’s time to take action. . .


The Illinois Legislature recently took action to create an Illinois-based food system enabling us to grow more of our food right here in our own communities.   By an overwhelming majority, the Illinois General Assembly commissioned a Task Force, charged with developing a plan to ensure Illinois farmers grow more of the food we eat.  The Task Force, to be appointed by the Governor, will create a vision for a comprehensive Illinois-based food system – covering the entire process from farm to fork.

You can help. . .

Everyone in Illinois has a role to play in creating an Illinois-based food system.  We need your unique perspective and ideas necessary to get food from Illinois farmers directly to your table. 



If you are a consumer . . . how we can make it easier for you to buy, prepare, and eat local food?



If you are a retailer . . . how we can help you procure local food products and market them to your 



customers?



If you are a farmer . . . how can we make it easier for you to grow and process your food so you 



can market it and distribute it within the community?


If you are interested in becoming a farmer, processor, distributor, retailer or any other key 

  
    member of a local food system . . . what can we do to help you plan and launch your business?
For more information . . . 

Read the Illinois Food, Farms, and Jobs Act!   It’s Public Act 095-0145 and can be found at http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/publicacts 

If you have insights or ideas to share, want more information, or would like to receive e-mail updates . . . please contact one of the members of the statewide coalition working on local foods: 


Debbie Hillman  (Evanston)     DLHillman@sbcglobal.net       847/328-7175   


Jim Braun  (Springfield)      jbraun2525@yahoo.com       515/229-2679

