FOOD POLICY APRIL 13, 2009 CONFERENCE CALL

SUMMARY HIGHLIGHTS

TOPIC – LAND USE

I. CFSC FPC Website Update – The Food Policy Council (FPC) section of the Community Food Security’s (CFSC) website is currently being updated.  This FPC project is being undertaken in partnership with Food First of Oakland.  The purpose of the update is to improve the FPC website, add new council listings, correct contact information and provide useful and important working documents. Please share the requested information with Food First when contacted.  

II. Consultant, Thressa Connor, is working with CFSC, part-time.  She will be working on conference call set-up and follow-up, and assist with FPC day of the CFSC conference scheduled for October 10-13, 2009, in Des Moines, IA.  The first day of the conference, October 10, 2009, will be devoted to FPC issues.  Please provide suggestions for workshops, speakers, plenary topics, etc. to Mark Winne at Mark@foodsecurity.org.  

III. Presenter:  Morgan Taggert, Member, Cleveland-Cuyahoga County Food Policy Coalition.  Morgan is Program Specialist, The Community Gardening Program, OSU Extension, Cuyahoga County, OH 

Morgan spoke on the work of the Land Use Working Group of the Cleveland-Cuyahoga County Food Policy Coalition.  

Challenges – Respond to needs of and barriers facing urban growers and community gardeners; increasing number of vacant parcels.

Opportunity – Use land to strengthen local food system.  

Developments – 

1. Work on urban garden district zoning, specifically for urban gardens in the city of Cleveland.  Work to preserve space and protect land from other uses, including the community in the dialogue.  This land use option serves as urban agriculture and urban garden preservation mechanism.

2. “Gardening to Greenbacks” – Small business retail financing for small business start-up for urban agriculture.  Small-scale commercial grower need not be resident of Cleveland, but business must be in the city. Funding provided by broadening scope of existing small business loan program to include urban agriculture business so that urban agriculture businesses qualify for these loans. 

3. Revised farm animal and bee farming section of the zoning code.  The FPC worked with the City Council, Department of Public Health and Department of Buildings and Housing, among others to overcome the high land use restrictions. Revisions allow raising up to 6 chickens and having 2 beehives in the backyard in the City of Cleveland.  

4. Urban Agriculture Overlay District – allows for higher density urban agriculture, sales-on-site and removes permit restrictions on agriculture buildings. Actions taken to encourage urban agriculture and take away barriers and restrictions. 

See www.cccfoodpolicy.org for specific language for zoning code regulations, urban agriculture zoning definition as well as information concerning the scope of the work of the FPC.  

Note:  The FPC enjoys strong City Council and Planning Commission member support. 

IV. Presenter:  Neva Hassanein, Chair, Community Food and Agriculture Coalition’s (CFAC) Land Use and Ag Viability Committee, MT

Challenges – Major capacity issues in meeting market demands; recognition of demographic changes including population growth and rapid development; and limited amount of agriculture land available. 

Opportunity – Open new local markets

Developments – 

· CFAC became involved in the systematic review of subdivision proposals for their potential impact to agriculture and local food security, elevating the issue to the public agenda, resulting in developer’s seeking CFAC counsel early in the development process.   

· CFAC is working with rural planning office to inventory farmland to better understand where is the viable farmland, and working to develop specific policy proposals (esp. looking at a mitigation ordinance). 

· CFAC is successfully linking solutions to challenges to community food security goals, gaining allies on City Council and Planning Office hoping to engender success in future endeavors. 

See www.missoulacfac.org for more information on land use issues and other programs. 

V. Presenter: Steve Cohen, Food Policy and Programs, Bureau of Planning and Sustainability, City of Portland, OR. 

Challenges – Comprehensive development plan, underreporting of direct market farms.

Opportunity – Accounting for farming, farmland and the region’s ability to feed itself.  

Developments – 

· Setting up urban and rural preserves.

· Compiled data on direct market farms and geocoded all of the farms, laid them out on a GIS map and overlaid OR Department of Agriculture map of foundation, important and conflicted lands.  See www.metro-region.org for and look up urban and rural reserves for more information about the maps. Impact goal is to show how many farms are in direct market activity, show economic impact, promoting stable economic land use. 

· See www.sustainableportland.com for more information on farmer’s market study that looks at supply and demand capacity.  

· City Project – workshop project to identify city property and its viability for urban agriculture. Project findings were sent to FPC and FPC and came up with city reports which can be found aforementioned website. 
· Working on updates of Portland Plan (city plan) to include food in the comprehensive plan update. 

· Climate Protection Strategy report – recently released update includes food section. 

· Urban Growth Bounty – series of urban agriculture classes.   

Note: Oregon HB 3337 – looking at urban growth boundary expansion. (Referenced by call participant) 

Note: See Yes! Magazine, Spring 2009 issue (also online) for more information.  The issue is devoted to food and food policy councils. (Mark Winne article author)  

VI. Presenter:  Cindi Torres, Boulder County Food and Agriculture Policy Council, CO

Challenges – Building strategic plan and meet county directive to increase local food production on public land; address impact of conservation easements.  

Opportunity – Utilization of some of the 25,000 acres public land dedicated solely to agriculture production.  FPC working with land use department to build land use policies to support food production. 

Developments – 

· In May the public hearing process will begin concerning whether to allow gmo sugar beets on public lands.  FPC is tasked to develop research packets, including credible research, pro and con, concerning this issue.  

Note – Call participants suggested several resources to investigate: 
 (1) jjohnson@oda.state.or.us re research criteria and methodology farmland classification/definitions. (Referenced by Steve Cohen) 
 (2) 9th Circuit court case, Roundup Ready Alfalfa v. USDA. The Court imposed an injunction on plaintiffs requiring environmental impact statement on genetically engineered crops. This is issue in Roundup Ready sugar beets case as well.  (Referenced by Neva Hassanein)   
VII. Call Conclusion:  Follow-up questions can be sent to Mark@foodsecurity.org and/or posed on FPC listserv. Next FPC conference call will held in June 2009.  Notices will be sent out regarding the June 2009 conference call after the date and speakers and are confirmed.  
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