THE TALKING FARM
"The Farm that Has Something to Say"
 

The Talking Farm is a community farm and environmental learning center that grows organic produce for local distribution, teaches agriculture, food production and beneficial entrepreneurship, and through a working model, fosters conversations about how we can create a healthier and sustainable food system.
ORGANIC FARM IN THE CITY:
An Urban Farm, Greenhouse, and Community Center in Evanston

Mission: To grow and sell organic food in Evanston as a self-sustaining enterprise and community resource.

Local governments have enormous influence over our access to good, healthy fresh food and how we might use local land to produce food in our own communities. Many cities in the U.S. and around the world are using their authority to designate land for agricultural use and to regulate development of agricultural land.  In some cases, cities promote local agriculture as economic development through incentives, job programs, and other economic development tools. 

Evanston is an ideal community for the development of an urban farm. Evanston faces the same dilemma as many urban communities:  We currently do not have sufficient local sources of affordable, fresh organic foods to meet our needs.  Being part of a regional food system that produces only 3% of local food needs, we are dependent on food that travels an average of 1500 miles and that, in many cases, can no longer be called “fresh.” In many communities, urban agriculture is viewed as a method of addressing multiple food issues, including food safety (pesticides, antibiotics, irradiation, and genetically modified foods), food security (emergency supplies), and food sovereignty (health, nutrition, distance, and energy used in food transport).  

The primary function of an urban farm would be to provide local, fresh food for all of Evanston – families, schools, restaurants, hospitals, food pantries, etc.  But like all good sustainable projects, it would also provide a myriad of community enhancement opportunities, such as jobs and job training, vocational internships with collaborating farms, economic development via local food processing, and promotion of nutrition and health education for children and adults.  A farm also embodies the long-term commitment to sustainable green development and preservation of open green spaces in the urban environment.

Our vision of an Evanston farm includes 2-3 acres of land with fields and/or raised beds for vegetables, fruit and nut trees, berry patches, flowering plants, and possibly beekeeping, fish aquaculture,  and

vermiculture. A central building could house a community teaching kitchen, classroom, tool storage, and work areas, as well as a greenhouse that would produce food year-round.   Other components could include composting bins, renewable energy systems (solar, wind, and geothermal), a grey water system, and rain water catchment.

The urban farm we envision will also serve as a community center, enriching the city through formal education and training in agricultural sciences, hands-on experience of growing foods, classes on preserving seasonal foods, and multi-faceted volunteer opportunities.  We can use the farm to celebrate Evanston’s cultural heritage with events such as harvest festivals, potlucks, and ethnic food fests.  And through example and teaching, our urban farm will help make sustainable agriculture a way of life for all our citizens and our city’s future generations. 

This vision is most easily achieved through partnering with other committed organizations. Indeed, Evanston has rich partnership opportunities waiting to be cultivated:  governmental bodies such as the city, park districts, and the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District; public and private schools; Northwestern University departments; local farmers; the business community; local restaurants; civic organizations; the interfaith community, not to mention the many community-minded individuals and families who make Evanston their home.  Urban agriculture is an active and growing economic engine in the Chicago metropolitan area, giving us access to region-wide partnerships, expertise, technical assistance, and financial support, both in the research and implementation phases.

An urban farm offers a rich opportunity for community cohesion through a share in a fundamental community asset.  We believe Evanston has the progressive leadership to endorse this vision.  We know Evanston has the citizen passion, commitment, intelligence, and elbow-grease to bring production of a most basic human need back to the community. 
For more information, contact the Evanston Food Policy Council at (847) 328-7175 or log onto: www.evanstonfuture.org.

