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Raquel: Welcome Good morning thank you for joining our call today.

Before we get started a few announcements.

Reminder to fill out survey, we want to know what’s been working, make suggestions for improvements. Raffle – Omnivore’s dilemma.

Clarification: one survey per council

Thomas Forster, our CFSC Policy Director, will speak about the role of Food Policy Councils and food system networks in converging issues on the 2007 Farm Bill as well as the changing landscape for state & local food policy.

Then there are two guests on the call Fern Gale Estrow, and Paula Jones who will each give an example of the Food Policy Council work on the Farm Bill in their respective areas: New York City and San Francisco. Thomas Forester CFSCs Policy Director will be giving us an introduction to today's topic.

Thomas: Started with some background from national perspective on why cross-sector/cross-title organizing is necessary.

The Farm Bill has a history of people not talking to each other working on separate titles.  This is now changing.  Health/nutrition/ag issues are now being looked at holistically, Food Policy councils are one of the most important places this practice is being set.

There are difficulties in persuading others of the holistic approach to food system reform:

1. It’s hard to present issues to audiences that are not used to the comprehensive food systems approach.

2. Many actors are used to the language of their specific sectors/agencies/community groups.  Food Policy Councils are making these connections across sectors, and it’s starting to trickle up to Federal policy work.

CFSC Documents outlining our food policy platform:

· Heathy Food & Communities Initiative – going on 2 years of developing a food policy platform

· Seeking Balance is the overall package.  

Conservation, family farm, social justice, health, hunger, and nutrition interests are all included, which is why the language is so broad.

Our goal is to try to increase the pot, make it more responsive to the developing needs.

The biggest developing needs right now are scaling up municipal & state-level interest in local food sourcing rather than one school here & there.

Food Policy Councils have tried to put all those issues in a package consistent with interests in the Farm Bill.

Nutrition Title:  Municipalities have put forth “Nutrition Plus Agendas,”  which expand on the current title.

Cities often focus on the Nutrition programs.

States have their own lobbies and have their own forum in DC called the Spring Forum.

Interests in regional food systems have outgrown anyone’s expectations, blossomed very quickly, and it’s an opportune time to connect the dots.

One way we’re doing that at the national level is getting the urban & rural voices to meld.

Rural development/rural community interests: domestic markets for affordable healthy foods. Farmer’s Markets, direct market experiences, fewer takeouts along the food chain, affordable good quality food products that benefit low-income communities.

We’re looking at how to thread these issues  -- without infrastructure and outreach, we won’t have socially disadvantaged/beginning/minority/etc. farmers taking advantage of these programs.

Those working on the Farm Bill are listening to the farmers first – Food Policy Councils need to package their messages as benefiting rural interests because of this.

Regarding some of the documents sent out before the call,

· Farm Bill Mobilization.doc contains two sections of a larger Farm Bill strategy document.  These two are about grassroots outreach where we have new resources brought to the table, esp. California in the west, and NY/the North East, as they have lots of legislators with power regarding Farm Bill change.  The urban/rural message also has a lot of punch in those regions.

· The Matrix is a key state outreach Excel sheet to show what we’ve learned about key members: about a dozen members on ag committees and caucuses in urban areas. 
Raquel also suggests taking a look at the CFJC FAQ

LA conference of Mayors meeting in June – many areas are taking to their mayors in preparation for this meeting.

Fern, on the NY City Farm Bill Working Group and NY City Food Systems Network 
Inter-city work: Dialogue is surfacing around the same time from many different areas, including NY City.  This came out of the Kellogg Foundation’s Farm and Food Policy Project work.  The NY City Farm Bill Working Group is not the NY City Food Policy Network Group – as a network our work stems from a dialogue at the conference a year ago that started with a meal conversation.  One of the things that’s very vital is to recognize capacity – it didn’t work the way we wanted it to.  A group not affiliated with the Network got together in January to discuss what we could do because the urban-rural relationship is really vital to the work that we do in NY area.  We had some people who are cross-sector (prefers the term cross-sector rather than cross-title, as titles change with each Farm Bill while sectors don’t change much).  

Dear Colleague Letter: designed as a letter for legislators to circulate amongst themselves with things we think are vital to urban-rural interests in the Farm Bill.

Another document, a sign-on letter, will be available online to organizations and individuals.  We make it available to individuals because there are lots of people gaining interest in this whose organizations are not able to sign on, which shows there’s a need to educate the people within these organizations while simultaneously working on policy.

NY has some key leaders in important caucuses.  Not sure how many people work at the Federal level.  Latino and Black caucuses have strong representation in NY.   NE caucus is focusing on agriculture.  Most other caucuses focus on urban issues.  NY State only has 2 senators on the Ag Committee.  We need to educate urban legislators on the agriculture component, since many of them don’t realize agriculture has such an impact on urban areas.  

Paula Jones, director of SF Food Systems, talks about specific concrete things San Francisco is doing.

To clarify my position, I’m both in and out of government at the same time.  In January, several city departments had contacted the city about their Farm Bill priorities, and they were all over the board.  Some city employees were going to the FRAC conference and we wanted to pull together the Farm Bill priorities for SF as well as we could.  A couple colleagues and I were assigned to pull together the info from these departments and the Food Security Task Force recommendations around Farm Bill priorities.  We tried to be as specific as possible about which programs and what came out of our work was a two-page document that the mayor approved so we could move forward with it.  It focused on nutrition programs, but brings in concepts around sustainable agriculture, local food systems, pest exclusion (we did this because the Agricultural Commissioner is within Dept of Public Health, so it made rural interests happy).  There are some things that could be added, such as farmworker rights.

I’m now trying to keep up to date with colleagues regarding what role San Francisco plays in urban-rural partnerships.  We have an initiative around sustainable food procurement so this also plays in with what we’re doing.

· School districts in the discussion: gave them as many specifics as possible for discussing within their region what they want.

· California Food and Justice Coalition (representing an urban constituency) and California Coalition of Family Farmers (representing an rural constituency) – I let them know what role San Francisco can play re: moving this agenda forward on the Federal level.

· Keeping tabs on what marker bills are coming out, what we could do to expand this debate.

FPC Participant?: Desire to meet with the mayors at the upcoming Mayor’s meeting – access to fruits & vegetables testifying w/ congress re: what mayors need.  Mayor Newsom is on the Hunger & Homelessness Committee as co-chair.  May have representation on the Food Security Task Force, she wants to open that up to urban-rural connections.  

Thomas responds: I propose networking on emerging overlaps in the work being done, such as the  Dear Colleague letters, the statement of needs from NY (Seattle might have one as well).  To look at the cross-cutting patterns:

There’s a sea change going on which allows us to frame the issue: at the national level you’re hearing about fruits & vegetables, obesity, foodborne illnesses – connection between the nutrition of the public and agriculture.  Challenges between the biggest nutrition programs, the way in which food moves from them, and who benefits on the production/supply side.  Regions/States can be the powerhouse on this issue if they get the message right.  Looking at an interim final rule coming out in September as Farmers Markets as WIC vendors, incentivizing.  

Paula: I make sure to keep my message simple – we need more fruits & vegetables, and they’re grown right here.  Otherwise it turns into a competition between food stamps & commodities.
Thomas: Make sure affordability gets in there.  Infrastructure is also needed.  Cities need to get into the discussion – Cost Plus buying policies and others for institutional food procurement.  Flexibility for cities/states is being blocked by the Specialty Crop Alliance.

A first small step is to look at the messages that are already coming out to see what’s already been said.

Suzanne (Portland OR)  It’s very important that the diversity of these messages comes out of the rural areas.

Food safety is a huge conversation out here.  Imported food is not being regulated appropriately. Questions about whether farm-direct food is safer than other food.  This issue needs to be addressed, is it included in the discussion?

Thomas: Food safety advocates are not as well linked into the larger food system discussions as they could be.  They need to team up with national food organizations. 

One thing to address is small & intermediate processing in relation to food safety as well as HACCP system for fruits & vegetables as well as meat.  The standards for big industry are not a good fit for small mom-and-pop operations.  That’s another policy issue that the food safety groups to enter into.  I would caution you not to say that small operations need different standards: it opens up Pandora’s box and no outcome is achieved.

There needs to be a national dialogue with food safety organizations.  Packaging standards are oriented to cosmetic concerns rather than nutritional concerns.  That movement has been defeated by those organizations which you think would champion these issues (public interest).  The opportunity to involve them in the discussion for 2007 Farm Bill has passed.  Child Nutrition Reauthorization may be an opportunity for that work.  Fruit & veg growers as a whole are not at a disadvantage from Fed Policy, esp. the large producers, but the smaller producers do not benefit.

FPC Participant: I’m a dietician – I work specifically with children and older adults, and am keenly aware of food safety issues as they impact these groups more than others.

Farmer’s Market Nutrition Program – food system is so broken that we’re having to address food safety in a way we haven’t been before.  It’s important to get this into the discussion.  Country of Origin Labeling is one issue that can be included.

Thomas: There’s novel technology for processing of meat via HACCP food safety regulation (referred to as “Have a Cup of Coffee and Pray”).  The movement needs resources to do HACCP professionally, for training/understanding of procedures.  Much better than the Blue Book back in the day. 

Krys: Redundancy in food supply is a food security issue, and this is an area in which we could look for funding for technical assistance. 

Thomas: The Dear Colleague letter process (in CA & NY) by caucuses & authors of marker bills (bills being used to set the debate on Farm Bill).  There’s always a cross pollination between municipal & federal legislators which is very fruitful.

Fern Gale Estrow: Cautions that some things are misstated, and using the correct terminology is important when talking with legislators.  The Fruit & Vegetable Program is no longer the Fruit & Vegetable Pilot Program, it’s a full-fledged program.  It’s the WIC Fruit & Vegetable program (coming down the pike), it’s not related to the Farm Bill.  Concerned that the WIC discussion will get mixed in with the Farm Bill discussion, causing confusion.

Thomas: City level shared strategy is important . . . we need to further bring that into the discussion.

Raquel asks if newly developing Food Policy Council people have input – questions, experiences.

Pam Roy from NM Food Policy Council – we have a letter going to DC very much in line with the HFC priority list plus a few extras specific to the SW.  Will send it back to the NM Food Policy Council asking them to fax us letters on their own stationary with those items they agree with, and then the idea is to take those letters to the Hill on an upcoming visit.  

Making sure their language is clear – used Healthy Food & Communities document, added examples about how these programs have helped NM/SW which helps legislators.

Figuring out how to get info out to get people to sign on, would like it to be reviewed to make sure language is correct before their sent out.  

Thomas: In a meeting this morning we talked about the need for a simple, easy-to-understand info regarding how these things are interlinked.  Would a new packaging of these issues be helpful?

Other things to know: the SW has Ag Committee members and caucus members.  A side-by-side comparison of marker bills is being maintained by the Northeast Midwest Institute (http://www.nemw.org/agriculture.htm).  I suggest using that resource to determine whether any of the marker bills are bills the Food Policy Councils want to support.  

Late development: Clinton & Sherrod Brown (Senate) proposed to work together on a similar marker bill at the Senate level.  Majority staff: Peterson (House) and Harkin (Senate) are working on the markup very soon.  These are the people we need to speak to if Food Policy Council’s feel strongly that something needs to be included.  

Raquel offers the Farm Bill Primer power point by email – please ask if you want it.

Requests a timeline for the Farm Bill.

Thomas:  Both chairs are saying by Sept they will have a Farm Bill which means that the markup is expected to happen by the end of April or at the latest, May.  There may be no August recess, lots of pressure to get stuff done.

