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Community Food Systems Reinvestment Act

1. Community Food Projects Competitive Grant Program

Issue: Since its inception in 1996, the Community Food Project Competitive Grants Program (CFP) has earned a reputation as a dynamic and adaptable force within the changing circumstances of community food needs. CFP was authorized in the 1996 Farm Bill, and in ten years has increased food security through community empowerment and have been the impetus for larger food system innovations. CFP assists non-profit, community-based organizations with the development of projects that would require a one-time infusion of federal assistance to become self-sustaining and were designed to:

· Meet the food needs of low-income people;

· Increase the self-reliance of communities in providing for their own food needs, and;

· Promote comprehensive responses to food, farm, and nutrition issues by combining the resources of multiple sectors of the food system.

Solution: Reauthorize USDA Community Food Projects Competitive Grants Program (CFP) in the amount of $60.5 million annually in mandatory funds to support community food security innovations, adding specific uses of funds to meet the urgent need to supply healthy local foods to underserved markets. Eligible funding would include:

· $15 million annually for CFP as currently structured;

· $10 million annually within CFP to develop the infrastructure and procurement strategies necessary to support the purchase of locally grown agricultural products by institutions;
· $10 million to CFP for technical assistance for retail food development in underserved areas;

· $10 million annually within CFPGP to support metropolitan production linked to community based food services and markets (urban, community, school and market gardens);

· $7 million within CFP to provide for technical assistance for limited resource and socially disadvantaged applicants of CFP funds;

· $5 million annually within CFPGP for food policy councils and food system networks;
· $3 million annually within CFP to support local purchase of foods by food banks and other emergency food providers;

· $500,000 annually to support an information clearinghouse on innovative solutions to common community food security challenges.

2. Access to Local Food in Underserved Markets

Issue: Farmers growing for local markets face significant barriers in getting products to market, including a lack of processing plants, warehouses, brokers, information technologies, and affordable transportation options. Minority and low-income farmers are especially challenged, given the barriers they often face in utilizing USDA services. This fund provides crucial government support for revitalization of local and regional food system infrastructure that have decreased over the past decade.

Solution: Authorize $45 million in annual mandatory funding for regional planning and technical assistance pilot projects targeting transportation and processing infrastructure and supply chain and logistics tools that will enable local and regional limited resource and socially-disadvantaged family farmers to aggregate and distribute food supply for underserved markets, including local institutions.

3. Urban Food Production Program

Issue: Urban agriculture production receives proportionally little attention, resources, technical assistance or funding from USDA programs, yet agricultural products grown in urban centers and metropolitan counties accounts for a significant and growing portion of the value of our nation’s agricultural production. In addition to providing access to fresh produce, urban agriculture production provides economic development opportunities, aesthetic value to city centers, and a unique opportunity for agricultural innovations. 
Solution: Authorize the Urban Food Production Program to promote food production in urban centers and metropolitan counties. This program will assist producers, cooperatives, community organizations, and private sector organizations to carry out resource protection and enhancement efforts, and agriculture and community development projects in designated urban areas and neighborhoods and communities traditionally underserved by USDA Extension.
4. Farm to Cafeteria Program

Issue: Serving locally grown foods in schools and other institutions and introducing kids and adults alike to the foods grown in their region has been shown to improve eating habits while increasing local farmers’ income. Seed funding is critical to cover many of the infrastructural costs associated with purchasing local food. A modest outlay of resources in this area can substantially increase the number of children eating farm-fresh food at school, from the current 1000 school districts in 32 states.

Solution: Fund the Farm to Cafeteria program, as authorized in Section 122 of  the 2004 Child Nutrition and WIC Reauthorization Act, at $20 million annually from 2008-2013.

Solution: Pursue policy changes to allow for geographic preferences and increased flexibility for school and institutional procurement of local and regional foods.

Solution: Restore flexibility and allow geographic preferences in Department of Defense Fresh Program purchase of local products. 

5. Farmers’ Market Programs

· Farmers’ Market Promotion Program (FMPP)

Increase funding to $20 million annually and make mandatory through Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) from 2008-2013.

· WIC Farmers’ Market Nutrition Program (WIC FMNP)

Increase funding and make mandatory through CCC; $20 million in 2008, increasing to $75 million in 2013.

· Senior Farmers’ Market Nutrition Program (Senior FMNP)

Increase funding and make mandatory through CCC; $20 million in 2008, increasing to $75 million in 2013.

· Electronic Benefits Transfer (EBT) at Farmers’ Markets

Provide $5 million to overcome the “digital divide” at farmers’ markets, enabling markets and vendors to purchase equipment needed to process EBT cards.
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