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Community Food Security Coalition Joins 350 Organizations in Calling for Farm Bill Reform

Announces Proposal for Healthy Farms and Communities


WASHINGTON, DC (January 22, 2007) – The Community Food Security Coalition (CFSC) joined a broad national coalition of over 350 organizations endorsing the Farm and Food Policy Project's report Seeking Balance in U.S. Farm and Food Policy that was released today. The report presents a comprehensive set of new policy proposals aimed at reducing hunger and soaring obesity rates; promoting entrepreneurship and economic development in farm and rural communities; encouraging local food production; providing incentives for more environmentally-friendly farming practices; and reducing barriers for youth, women, and people of color to entering farming. 


CFSC has worked with dozens of organizations over the past two years shaping specific initiatives within the report that are designed to reduce domestic hunger and improve the food security and health of the nation's communities. Linda Berlin, University of Vermont Nutrition Specialist and CFSC spokesperson said, "The first measure of a healthy food system and responsible society is its capacity to provide for the nutritional needs of all its members. With 35 million hungry or food insecure Americans and over 60 per cent of our citizens overweight or obese, our public policies are failing to act responsibly."


In a companion document to the FFPP report titled Healthy Food and Communities Initiatives, CFSC detailed its proposals to increase the consumption of

- more - 

healthy food, improve marketing opportunities for small and mid-scale family farms, and 

expand the capacity of public institutions like schools to procure and offer locally produced food.


“Childhood obesity rates are climbing dramatically and threaten to shorten the life span of this generation of children,” said Andy Fisher, executive director of the Community Food Security Coalition. “Our public policies are leaving behind an irresponsible legacy of poor health, lost farms, and failed communities."


The Healthy Farms and Communities Initiatives proposes expanding the highly successful Community Food Project Competitive Grant Program to $60.5 million (now funded at $5 million per year in the current Farm Bill) to increase the ability of lower income communities to meet a larger share of their own food needs; begin a $45 million program to assist limited resource farmers to increase their production and marketing capabilities for local and regional markets; and expand and broaden such programs as the Farmers Market Nutrition Program and Food Stamp Program to improve the delivery of healthy and affordable food. 

ABOUT THE COMMUNITY FOOD SECURITY COALITION


The Community Food Security Coalition is a non-profit organization with offices in Washington, DC and Los Angeles, California. It is comprised of 325-member organizations. The Coalition’s mission is to help all Americans have enough nutritious and affordable food to achieve healthy and fulfilling lives. In addition to working to reduce hunger and food insecurity in the U.S., the Coalition promotes farming that protects the water and air while strengthening the economic viability of family and rural and urban communities. 
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