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Community Food Security Coalition Endorses 

Rural Opportunities Act of 2007

Senator Feingold's Bill Promotes Healthy People and Rural Communities


WASHINGTON, DC (February 12, 2007) – The Community Food Security Coalition (CFSC) announced support today for the Rural Opportunities Act of 2007, S. 541, introduced last week by U.S. Senator Russ Feingold (D-Wisconsin). The bill puts forward a package of measures that will build the prosperity of the nation's rural communities and the nutritional health of America's people, especially children.  

"CFSC is supporting this bill because it addresses our core concerns about the high level of domestic hunger, soaring rates of obesity, and the loss of small and mid-scale family farms," said Andy Fisher, Executive Director of the CFSC.

 The Rural Opportunities Act provides $30 million per year to support state-based programs to develop the next generation of farmers, ranchers, and land managers. An additional $30 million would be provided for the Beginning Farmer and Rancher Development Program.

According to Thomas Forster, CFSC Policy Director, "this is a critical step that we must take if we want to ensure a future generation of farmers and ranchers to produce our food. Currently, the number of farmers who are over 65 years old outnumber those under 35 by more than four to one."

The Act makes a direct connection between improving consumer health and the 

economic health of food producers. The bill would give the Department of Defense and USDA supported facilities, like commissaries and public schools, the ability to buy 

-more-

locally produced fruits and vegetables.

"Over 1000 schools in 32 states are now buying food from local farmers," said Marion Kalb, CFSC Farm to School Program Director. "This measure would go a long toward helping thousands more schools and farmers work together for each other's benefit." 

Additional funding for farmers' markets, programs that help lower income women, infant, children, and senior citizens buy fresh produce at farmers' markets, and the Community Food Projects Competitive Grants Program are also included in the bill. These are all efforts that improve the nutritional health of lower income households at the same time that they generate additional income for small and mid-size farmers. 

"Over 35 millions Americans are hungry or food insecure, and we as a nation are spending between $98 and $117 billion annually on obesity-related illnesses," said Steph Larsen, CFSC Policy Associate. "Senator Feingold's bill will give communities, farmers, and low-income families the resources they need to help themselves."

These measures have been addressed in Seeking the Balance in US Farm and Food Policy (www.farmandfoodproject.org), a document that recommends a comprehensive set of new ideas and directions for the 2007 Farm Bill, that has been endorsed by over 350 organizations. The CFSC has also released its own Healthy Food & Communities Initiative which details many proposals that are similar to those included in the Rural Opportunities Act. 

ABOUT THE COMMUNITY FOOD SECURITY COALITION


The Community Food Security Coalition is a non-profit organization with offices in Washington, DC and Los Angeles, California. It is comprised of 325-member organizations. The Coalition’s mission is to help all Americans have enough nutritious and affordable food to achieve healthy and fulfilling lives. In addition to working to reduce hunger and food insecurity in the U.S., the Coalition promotes farming practices that protects the water and air while strengthening the economic viability of family farms and rural and urban communities. 
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