Talking Points for CFSC Core Issues
· Expand Community Food Projects (CFP) Competitive Grant Program to $60 million 
Reauthorize USDA Community Food Projects Competitive Grants Program (CFP) in the amount of $60.5 million annually in mandatory funds to support community food security innovations, adding specific uses of funds to meet the urgent need to supply healthy local foods to underserved markets. Eligible funding would include grant allotments to: support procurement of locally grown products by institutions; technical assistance for retail food development in underserved areas; support metropolitan production, especially when linked to community based food services and markets; technical assistance for limited resource and socially disadvantaged applicants of CFP funds; food policy councils and food system networks; support local purchase of foods by food banks and other emergency food providers; and support an information clearinghouse on innovative solutions to common community food security challenges.

· Pursue policy changes to allow for geographic preferences and increased flexibility for school and institutional procurement of local and regional foods
While many schools and states are implementing farm to school programs, USDA has taken the stance that specifying local product during the procurement process is not allowed.  This conflicts with federal legislation specifically allowing the implementation of farm to school programs.  USDA’s position had dissuaded many school districts from implementing legally permissible contracting processes that would facilitate farm to school food purchasing.  Pursuing no-cost policy changes to allow for geographic preferences and increased flexibility for school and institutional procurement of local and regional foods will clarify the intent of Congress by directing USDA to remove this policy barrier.

· Invest $45 million in infrastructure that would enable local and regional producers to supply products to underserved and institutional markets 

Farmers growing for local markets face significant barriers in getting products to market, including a lack of processing plants, warehouses, brokers, and affordable transportation options. Minority and low-income farmers are especially challenged, given the barriers they often face in utilizing USDA services. This fund provides government support for revitalization of local and regional food system infrastructure that as decreased in the past decade.

· Support the Community Food Systems Reinvestment Act

The Community Food Security Coalition in collaboration with the Northeast Midwest Institute and the Diversity Initiative are supporting the Community Food Systems Reinvestment Act, which will be introduced by Rep. Blumenauer. The bill will cover all the major priorities of CFSC in addition to urban agriculture, farmers’ market support, EBT at farmers’ markets, and others. Ask your legislators to support this bill when it is introduced.

· Expand the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program

This program provides an excellent vehicle for nutrition education and promoting healthy eating habits. Community Food Security Coalition supports program participants purchasing from local and regional producers whenever possible.

For more information on these proposals, please contact Community Food Security Coalition at 202.543.8602 or email Steph Larsen at steph@foodsecurity.org or Thomas Forster at Thomas@foodsecurity.org 


