To CFSC Supporters: The following model letter may be used as "Letter to the Editor" of your local newspaper(s). Feel free to vary it according to your needs and circumstances, but we are of course interested in stressing Community Food Projects and local procurement. This letter is about 175 words, while some newspaper editorial formats may allow for something a little longer, this is generally the maximum length they will print. Your letter should be localized, in other words, point out that the Farm Bill will aid your state or community. As with the op-ed model, I have mentioned New Mexico here only for illustration purposes. You should of course insert your state, city, or region.

Letter to the Editor

In a few short months the U.S. Congress will enact this nation's most important piece of food and farm legislation -- the 2007 Farm Bill. It's important for New Mexico because it affects our farmers and everybody's health, especially that of children and lower income families.

It was disturbing to learn that the U.S. Department of Agriculture prevents our schools from giving preference to food grown by our state's farmers. Such a connection would give schools healthy food produced virtually in their own backyard. It would also give farmers millions of dollars in new sales. The farm bill should correct this problem.

The farm bill can also make a difference to our state by increasing funding for Community Food Projects. This program enables communities to develop their own solutions to hunger, nutrition, and farm problems. But right now there's only $5 million for the whole country.

What happens in Washington, DC has a direct impact on our children and farmers. We need to speak up for healthy food and local agriculture. 

PUT YOUR NAME, ORGANIZATIONAL AFFILIATION (IF ANY), AND CONTACT INFORMATION HERE.

