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A. INITIATIVES TO SCALE UP COMMUNITY FOOD SECURITY INNOVATIONS TO MUNICIPAL AND STATE LEVELS

1) Reauthorize USDA Community Food Projects Competitive Grants Program (CFP) in the amount of $60.5 million annually in mandatory funds to support community food security innovations, adding specific uses of funds to meet the urgent need to supply healthy local foods to underserved markets. Eligible funding would include:

a. $15 million annually for CFP as currently structured;

b. $10 million annually within CFP to encourage purchase of local foods by institutions

c. $10 million to CFP for technical assistance for retail development in underserved areas

d. $10 million annually within CFPGP to support metropolitan production linked to community based food services and markets (urban, community, school and market gardens);

e. $7 million within CFP to provide for technical assistance for limited resource and socially disadvantaged applicants of CFP funds;

f. $5 million annually within CFPGP for food policy councils and food system networks to develop demonstration Regional Food Authorities;
g. $3 million annually within CFP to support local purchase of foods by food banks and other emergency food providers;

h. $500,000 annually to support an information clearinghouse on innovative solutions to common community food security challenges

B. RELATED INITIATIVES TO PROVIDE HEALTHY FOOD ACCESS IN UNDERSERVED URBAN AND RURAL MARKETS

1) Authorize $45 million in annual mandatory funding for regional planning and technical assistance pilot projects targeting transportation and processing infrastructure to serve local and regional, limited resource and socially-disadvantaged family farmers aggregating supply of food for underserved markets, including institutions. 

2) Supply $5 million annually to support EBT use at farmers’ markets 

3) In Farm Bill measures or legislated changes to clarify rules within USDA:

a. Pursue policy changes to allow for geographic preferences and increased flexibility for school and institutional procurement of local and regional foods; 

b. Restore flexibility and allow geographic preferences in Department of Defense Fresh purchase of local products. 

C. IMPROVE EXISTING NUTRITION TITLE PROGRAMS TO PROMOTE HEALTHY FOODS AND COMMUNTIES
:

1) Increase funding for Farmers Market Nutrition Programs and authorize FMNP certified Farmers Markets to be certified for WIC fruit and vegetable vendor status;

2) Increase annual funding for Farmers’ Market Promotion Program;

3) Broaden and streamline eligibility for legal immigrants to Food Stamp Program; 

4) Increase food stamp benefit allotments to provide increased potential to purchase healthy foods by Food Stamp Program recipients;

5) Provide clear support for community food security applications of Food Stamp Nutrition Education (FSNE) and EFNEP funds;
6) Expand research and technical assistance resources for urban agriculture within existing or renewal of past urban USDA programs;

7) Provide funds for consolidated national research of challenges and solutions for healthy food access through retail markets in underserved low-income areas;

8) Increase entitlement for TEFAP (The Emergency Food Assistance Program) for food, storage, and distribution;

9) Expand the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Pilot Program to all 50 states.
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